Mountain Ash Comprehensive School
Distance Learning Summary:
G-Suite’s Google Classroom 2021/22
and Oak National Academy Resources
Google Classroom is part of the Google Suite and is available on all computers and mobile devices. It can
be used for a range of educational purposes. Google Classroom is an application where homework
or assignments can be set, documents can be accessed digitally, or useful links or videos can
be shared easily with pupils for general homework and also for Distance Learning. This will be
particularly useful when pupils and/or staff find themselves in the position of having to self isolate for a
period of time.
At the end of this document is a ‘user’ guide for pupils (and also for staff)

(resources included from the Digital Leaders Team of Risca Community Comprehensive School - with thanks).

Teachers and staff of Mountain Ash Comprehensive School have collated an extensive list of Google
Classroom environments for our learners which can be accessed from any location with an internet
connection.
Many pupils will be aware of these already as when they are set up a link can be sent by the teacher to the
pupil’s @macs.uk.net email address (they should check their emails). Important: all pupil logins will
have had the password reset to the default of Password for their first access of the academic year as the
year groups have been updated. They should then change it to something memorable but secure. The
username always follows firstname.surname@macs.uk.net.

Google Classroom basic instructions
Google Classroom requires you to login to the Classroom App and then join a
class set up by your teacher. It is very simple to sign in. With the Google Chrome
browser open on a device select the sign in link and then the apps are available
under the grey dotted square. Google Classroom can also be downloaded to devices as an app.

At MACS all teachers and pupils use the @macs.uk.net style email addresses to login.
If a pupil has an issue with their password then they can speak with a member of staff in
school. Alternatively the IT support team may be able to resolve this remotely and pupils
should email extrascope@macs.uk.net
At the end of this document is an instruction guide for pupils, and also for staff
(resources included with thanks to the Digital Leaders Team of Risca Community Comprehensive School).

Classroom teachers invite pupils to Google Classrooms directly.This sends an email to the
relevant email address. Pupils can also obtain codes from their teacher (although this is not
necessary with the email invite)

Key Information for pupils, parents and carers
https://www.thenational.academy/
Oak National Academy is an ‘online classroom’ developed by an experienced specialist team
of teachers from all across the UK and beyond. It provides free, high-quality video based lessons and
instructional resources and is available throughout the year.
Frequently asked questions:
How should my child
use Oak?

There are a few likely ways your child might use the resources.
●
●
●

A teacher may supply a link to a specific lesson to complete - they will post
this in the Google Classroom to alert pupils.
A teacher may ask your child to complete specific subjects more generally.
Your child could search for topics they have covered already in order to
re-cap, revise or catch up on learning done in school.

What will my child
need?

Access to the internet to visit the Oak website https://www.thenational.academy/
Then each lesson clearly states what might be needed at the start (in most cases
simply a pen and some paper).

How does the Oak
website work?

Oak National Academy was created specifically in response to the impacts of
Covid-19. The resources are free, there is no sign up needed, and they are designed
to complement your child’s teaching or to support them during more extended
periods of absence. Lessons cover a broad range of topics (organised from
Reception class to Year 11).
Each lesson is scheduled for approximately 1 hour and will include a range of
support materials including pre-recorded videos by specialist teachers from across
the UK who are working for the academy, along with slides, quizzes, worksheets and
activities.

How do I find lessons
on Oak?

From the home page of the Oak site, click ‘Lessons’.
From there you will find three options:
● Specialist - To take you to specialist resources that could be useful for
learners with additional learning needs if they are unable to access some of
the bespoke provision their school would provide on site.
● Subject - Use this if you want to find a lesson in a particular subject. It will
first ask you for a year group, then will offer subjects suitable from those
available.
● Schedule - After asking for your year group this option will offer you a
ready made schedule of lessons, providing you with a daily timetable that
you can use from home.
Your teachers can also access the Teacher Hub section to explore lesson materials
and download/edit the content.
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